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By Authority of the 
Chief Signal Officer 


RJD/jag 
19 February 1944 


SUBJECT: Interrogation Report 


TO 


The Chief Signal Officer., Jar Department, Washington, D.C. 
Attn: Signal Security Agency 


1. Reference is made to a letter of this Headquarters dated 9 
February, 1944, which transmitted, among others, a copy of an interro- 
gation report on Georg Trinder, formerly a member of the oerman signal 
intelligence agency, now held in the Middle East. Inclosed is , one 
copy of the final report on the interrogation of this prisoner, 

2. Your attention is invited to the fact that personnel of the 
German 621st Radio Intelligence Company, captured by Middle East forces 
in October, 1942, indicated under interrogation that operational con- 
trol of the company was in the hands of the "Com: ander of Intercept 
Troops, South-East", located at Athens. Although the company itself 
was assigned to Panzer Armee Afrika. The "Commander of Intercept 
Troops, South-East" is obviously a standard variation in nomenclature 
for the interservice "Intercept Section, South East" referred to in 
the inclosed document. 



3. The British translation of Geheime Funkhorch Abtei lung as 
"Intercept Section, S.E." is highly inadequate. The term Ibteilung 
may be translated as "section", but the fact that component elero* 
of the unit were formally organised companies and that the oommandin,; 
officer was a "Wing Commander" (Cberstleutnant) with a definite staff 
indicates that the Abtei lung was, or is, in fact, an actual and 
probabl • standardized battalion. 

For the Chief Si -nal Officer; 




^ E, SC f ni>: M aFT, 


1 Inc It 
Copy Ho. 2 of 

"Second Report on Georg Trinder." 


Lt. Colonel, Signal Corps 
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SE COND REPORT 


SI 


I , Information on BRITISH and. Allied Cithers. 

1. Further interrogation on points raised in TRINDER’s notes has 
brought more acourate information to light regarding enemy success 
with RAF 4-figure cipher, 

2 » Source maintained that over the period FEBRUARY to Early 
Summer 1943 {NOT 1943 as stated in the preliminary report) the 
deciphering of 4-figure RAF cipher met with approximately 60# success. 
The daily depth of traffic averaged 400 to 500. messages. 


3» luring the summer 1943, GEBflAN cryptographers formed the 
opinion that a change had been effected la the cipher book - a surmise 
which was only confirmed by about September 1942 (1942 )• As a 
direet result of this, 50# of' the cryptintelligenoe staff ware 
withdrawn from ATHENS to BERLIN in the same month. 


4» No details of actual deciphering methods were obtained as 
TBINDER was only employed on the* initial mechanical stages of traffic 
compilation. Intercept of 4- figure material' was dealt with as 
follows 

(A) The message pad used for intercept is divided 
vor tic ally into three columns and horizor ally into 
blocks of five rows. Traffic is taken c >wn vertically, 
filling in columns from left to right, 

(B) Raw material is sorted in the 4Z Dept (4- figure) and 
allotted a code number (e.g. 1304) signifying group, 
frequency, callsign etc. 

(C) Sections of five NGOs index the traffic of particular 
groups* For this purpose a book consisting of 100 
pages is usod ? each page divided into rows numbered from 
00 to 99 a To index, for example, the cipher group 
"2593" - the code number mentioned in (b) is entered on 
Page 25 row 93. 

(d) On completion of the -indexing stage, the bojks are passed 
to the cryptographers. Source could give no information 
on these higher stages as this work was done by officers* 

He had ? however, seen a partially reconstructed vocabulary 
of 4-figure cipher * 


(E) ¥hen stages Go) snd (d) are well advanced a quick 
res ignition method is constructed based on a table 
with four rollers* By rotating the rollers so that 
the code number of the cipher -appears at the r y0 p of the 
table - the most common figure groups of that particular 
cipher can bo read off the rest of the rollers (Bee Appx 
"A" ) • 


1 1 , Informati on on BRITISH snd Allied Procedu re 

5, Below is a list of frequencies which source str^i had 
been intercepted at Intercept Section SOUTH EAST (Geh f Fu, H, Abt 
S.O.). Their present accuracy is net guaranteed. 


2990 

3595 

4150 

3050 

3610 

4B10 

3090 

3680 

4410 

3110 

3710 

4490 

3195 

3860 

4510 

3290 

3900 

457F 

3310 

3990 

4650 

3360 

. 4050 

4710 

3475 

4075 

4750 

3510 

i 

4810 


I II . Organisation of Enemy Signal Intelligence In the BALKANS. 

A. Outstations ana Locations. 

6, The intercept organisation companies (l to 4) and 9 Co y 
40 Air Force Signals Regt all form together Intercept Section 
SOUTH EAST. 9 Coy had no longer any connection with its parent 
regiment# 

B» Intercept Policy. 

7. 9 Coy had approximately 15 receivers of uifferent types at'.' 
its disposal. Each set was given at least one first -priority 
commitment and two to four second-priority tasks# The total 
coverage was therefore a "bout §0 to 70 frequencies. This company 
was nhiefly concerned with ST and tee* (see para V). 

3 Coy usually had 55 receivers in use for a task list of 
80 to 90 frequencies* 

Operators in all cases worked on a "basis of three shifts 
per 24 hours. 


IV. gih. . 

8, In Fed 1943 the DF compilation centre was withdrawn 
(presumably from LQUTSA) to ATHENS. 


9 6 No detailed information could he obtained on the six-masted 
DF mentioned in para IV 0 16 of the preliminary Export. From 
general description given spacing "between masts approximates to 
that of the more usual four-masted ADCOCK DPGrl3. 


Commun ica tions , 


10. "Y" intercommunication links of the BALKAN organisation 
consists of four stars which correspond to the bssio aivisionQ 
of intercept cover (cf Para IV.B.14 of Erslindnsry Report), 


(a) MEDI TERHANSAN Star 
(B) SOUTH EAST Star 
(g) Fighter "Sing Star 
(D) DF Control Star 


(H-Stam Mittelmeer) 
(H-Stern S.O.) 

( Fliegerwarn stern ) 

( Pei lkommandc s te rn ) 


o^ixa give nc information on A or B, 


II, Appx "B* 1 dooms diagramatioally the communications "between 
intercept sites ana Fighter Command for transmission of wf^nin-s 

of Allied Air attacks. To a certain extent D (DF i _ol) 

network runs jj^rcllel with 0 - as "both intercept ana DF contribute 
complementary information for AA and Fighter defence. 


3 ' 


VI Personalities, 

V4, In Appx "C" will "be found a list of the main 
personalities of the Intercept Section SOUTH 2A.ST. 

TRI <HMR could not vouch for their accuracy at the present 
time as his information was now a year old# 

VT - Ge neral. 

13 1 Opens. tors engaged on intercept duties ana int NCOS 

arc not accorded any special privileges (e.g. exemption 
from fatigues, parades etc) "by virtue of their hours of 
wo rk . 

14, As far as source was aware personnel of the intercept 
service were not given any special security vetting « the 
only formality consisted of filling in numerous forms. 

All ranks were given frequent lectures on security and the 
need for secrecy in their work. 


:nr 

’eh 44 
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Authority t£2 ^ 3 5^-^ 


ROLLER RECOGNITION ■ TABLE . 


APPENDIX "A 1 11 ; 



1 " at hod of working . 

Rotate rollers by means of knobs (A) to make up coda 
number of cipher at B, groups then appearing at 0 are most 
com L on groups. 


DECLASSIFIED 
Authority CO ^ 3 


WI Links of giKhterv-^^g Net .-ork. (Fliegermmstern) 



PliiGOS 




TATOI 


KUNAVI 


C/iIOCHORIA 


( KIFXSXA 

+ 

+ 

+ 
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AFPKNDIX. C 


Intercept Service personalities . 


Civilians with titles such as Reg Rat, Amtman, Sonderfuhrer, Inspector - 
rank as officers, 

A, AOC-in-C GERMAN Air Force. KARST ALL . 

f 

Fenner Department III (referat), now Dept V and General Cryptintelligence 

Centre, 


3, 


G, 


Staff Traffic Analysis (T/A) Officers and Officials. 

S/Ldr FRIEDRICHS (present head) 

P/Lt WEINER 
P/Lt KOBISC” 

P/Lt REETZ 
Reg Rat VOEGELE 
Amtman LIEBSC T1 ER 

Sonderfuhrer STEIDLE (formerly L Cpl in Intercept Section SE - 

specialist in TURKISH and ARABIC intercept) 

Baron v RICHTOFEN 

WO II RICHTER ) Final WT I Dept, 

AC1 BOSCH ) 

Intercept Section SOUTH EAST HQ . 

W/Cmdr BRUEHL - Former CO - at present commanding Intercept 

Section in S RUSSIA 

F/Lt FEICHTNHR - present OC and Director 

F/O DUEtCi - Senictr 10 to ROME HVK (Horc hverb indungs 

K' ramando) 

P/0 LO^SE 

P/0 BLIESKE - Now posted, 

1 Traffic Analysis Coy . 


P/Os 

PO 

WOa I 

WOs II 


Sjts 


LACs 


MAGER ) 

MALICEK ) Traffic analysis IOs, 

STAMOWSKI ) 

TRECICIC 


DEV.iL 

U AVER 

KOCH 

DUELLER 

M.tNSKE 

SC’lilDT 

SCHVAiRZ 

BSNDnR 

BUDICH 

FIEGE 

GEHRKE 

HOINS 


DP compilation 

Meteo and cryptintelligence 

Dept V T/A 4/L 4/F 

M tl It II II 

4/L 5/L 5/P 
DF compilation 


KRUSGER Meteo 4/L 5/P 

LANG 4/L 4/F 5A 

MEYER 

ROSSKaT Dept V T/A 4/L 4/F 

3CHLEPPELMANN 4/F 


STRUNK 


SIGNER 

lXRAEiiE Meteo 4/7 4/L 5/F (now at 7/40’’ 

R0L3C HUNGER 

THOMM 
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APPENDIX C (Conta) 


D. 


E. 


2 Intercept Coy a LOUISA . 

F/O SSBGEBR2CFT 

P/0 LUDWIG 

Oberinsp HENKE 

Insp DUELLUR 

WOs II RABIGA 

SCKRERBER 
2XMMEREEIK 
Sjta HOP3MSHR 

SCHRENK 

IuiC POIK^INN 


OG Coy 

Technical Adviser to I Sta SE 

10 t/a 

T/A 

IC T/a V ? 5/p 
4/L 5/L 

IC DP compilation 
ISA (posted to 9/40). 


3' Intercept Coy . Jit PARNIS 

KIPI3IA - X Air Corps. 


P/0 WESSEL 
P/O BAEGER 
WOs II RAAB 

STOCKMANN 


OC Coy 


Pinal T/A stages 

>i n it 


Main Int work at KIPI3I.. is now done by women. 
P. A Coy . 


Officer chosen to be OC was 0 / 0 UKTER3TAB. 


G, 


9 Coy 40 /dr porce Signals Regt . 


P/0 

SCHMITT 

P/Os 

PRICKS 

KOCH 

LIER 

Insp 

STOUT 

WO I 

HERMANN 

WOs II 

LIEPERT ' ) 
MATTING ) 
SCHUETT ) 
SPEC Iff ) 

T I El S3 ) 

Sjts 

tAfERHOPER 

ORTMANN, 


OC Coy 

LO to X Air Corps KIPISIA 
LO to ROME HvK 
Senior T/a 10 
IC R/T 

Cxyptintelligence 


Pinal T/a stages and crypt intelligence 


Authority LP ^ 3 5^ ^ 


